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SOMETHING
SOMETHING
FEELING OF A
SOMETHING...

 SOMETHING BLAACK
SOMETHING BAAD

SOMETHING
SOMETHING
CREEPING LIKE A

SOMETHING
SOMETHING BLAACK...

i SOMETHING. ..

WHO’S THERE ?
WHO IS THERE...

OR WHAT ?

HHMM...



IIII Illl
I DO NOT KNOW /
I KNOW THAT I FEEL
... CONFUSED ?

OOH, YOU MUST VE
JUST ARRIVED THEN,
OOH I REMEMBER HOW
BAD THAT FELT, YES /
IT WILL PASS AND YOU
WILL BE LEFT WITH,
WELL, NOTHING TO
WORRY ABOUT OR BE
CONFUSED ARBOUT FOR
THAT MATTER.

ARRIVED WHERE AND
ARRIVED HOW 2
UNGGH... IT'S
GETTING WORSE,
THIS SENSE OF...

«. BEING LOST 2
BEING SOMETHING AND THEN
SOMETHING ELSE ? IT'S
PERFECTLY NORMAL AS yOou
WILL BE TOLD SOON WHEN YOU
DECIDE TO MOVE ALONG WITH
THE REST OF THE NEW ARRIVALS
AND VISIT THE CENTRAL ROOM.
NOT VERY FANCY NAME 8UT
QUITE APPROPRIATE I HAVE TO
ADMIT. THEN IT'S UP TO YOU
AND HOW MLICH YOU REMEMBER
OF YOLIR, EHM, EXPERIENCE.
SOME LUCKY ONES CAN KEEP
COLINT OF ...




OH MY, I FORGOT
ABOUT THE NEXT
STAGE, TINGLING
HARD, RIGHT ?
ANYWAY GOING BACK
TO THOSE LLICKY ONES
IT SEEMS THEY ARE
OutT MORE THAN THE
REST OF US...

YOU CAN TALK.., YOU
WHOEVER YOU ARE,
MAYBE LESS TALKING
AND MORE SILENCE FOR
THE ONE IN PAIN HERE ?

OOOH, EXCUSE ME IF I AM
TRYING TO BE CORDIAL AND NICE
TO SOMETHING I OO NOT EVEN
KNOW THAT WELL, AS A MATTER
OF FACT I SHOULD KEEP DOING
WHAT I WAS DOING AND IGNORE
THE FACT I STUMBLED ACROSS A
FRESH ONE. REALLY YOU ARE
RLIDE. AND LET ME TELL YOU
SOMETHING ELS...

YOU ARE DOING IT
AGAIN... AND THE
MORE YOU TALK THE
LESS I LIKE YOU
AND THE MORE I
DON’T LUINDERST AND
WHAT IS
HAPPEI\gNG TO ME,




YOU SAID I
HAVE JUST
ARRIVED...

FROM WHERE ?
AND ARRIVED
TO WHAT ?

ARE YOU STILL HERE ?
HEY/

. HEY ARE YOU STILL
HERE ? WHAT IS YOUR

Xy

YOU HAVE JUST
CROSSED THE
LINE BETWEEN

ANNOYING AND

USELESS. ., LEAVE

ME ALONE THEN.

PLEASE.

USELESS... THAT IS
IRONIC.
SEEMS YOU HAVEN'T
LEARNT MUCH IN
YOUR LAST
EXPERIENCE.
YOU WILL SPEND A
LOT OF zl:l/ylE HERE.,




WHERE EXACTLY IS
HERE ? T CANNOT
SEE ANYTHING,
SEEMS ALL SO...
PITCH BLACK IN...
HERE.

Ok, IT SEEMS WE
STARTED OFF ON
THE WRONG FOOT ...
LET'S START ALL
OVER, WOLILD YA ?
PLEASE...

DEFICIT,
MAY I ASK WHY
yOU DONT LIKE
IT THAT MUCH ?
SEEMS A COOL
NICK NAME FOR

AI x WH ATEV ER
you AEE X

THAT IS
BECAUSE HERE
THERE IS
NOTHING TO
SEE.

THAT’S MORE LIKELY
FRESH ONE. MY NAME
IS X2y2213, SOME

cALL Me DEFICIT

BUT I DON'T LIKE IT
THAT MUCH.

AAW, I AM STARTING
TO LIKE You
FRESHLING, NOT
ONLY YOU STOPPED
BEING PLAIN RUDE,
YOU ARE MORE
CONCERNED ABOUT
MY NAME THAN WHAT
HAPPENED TO YOLU.
VERY ENDEARING, T
THINK I HAVE JUST
FOLIND MYSELF A NEW
F RI END AND XX]




YOU ARE CROSSING
THAT FINE LINE AGAIN
DEFICIT, NOT TO BE
RLIDE BUT YOU CAN
REALLY TALK FOR THE
MASSES.,

AND THIS FEELING IS NOT
GOING AWAY, SEEMS LIKE I
HAVE BEEN FALLING FROM THE
MOMENT WE STUMBLED IN
EACH OTHER. BUT HEY , WHERE
ARE My MANNERS[ I AMIII IIII
AM... OH. I REALLY DON'T
KNOW. SO YOU CAN CALL ME
NOONE IF YOU LIKE.

WORRY NOT, THEY
WILL ASSIGN YOU
A NAME AS SOON
AS YOU COMPLETE
THE INDUCTION
PROGRAM...

eur NOONE :s
ACCEPTABLE. AND TO
ANSWER YOUR QUESTION I
DON'T LIKE DEFICIT
BECAUSE IT REMINDS ME
OF THE FACT I WILL SPEND
A VERY LONG TIME HERE
LINLESS A MIRACLE
HAPPENS.,

DEFICIT... WHERE...

rs.. HERE >/




HERE IS HERE AND EVERYWHERE.,
IF YOU ARE ASKING FOR A
SPECIFIC LOCATION, YOU ARE
ASKING FOR SERIOUS
TROLIBLE. NONE OF US KNOWS
AND THE INFORMATION IS
NOT DISCLOSED DLURING THE
INDUCTION PROGRAM... THAT

IS ACTUALLY THE ONLY

INTERACTION WE ALL HAD WITH

THE DARK.,

AND APART FROM THE
OBVIOUS WHAT IS THAT
YOU CALL THE DARK ?
AND YOU SAID "US"...
THERE ARE MORE OUT
THERE, OR...pRIéHT HERE

SO MANY QUESTIONS,
SO MANY THAT WILL
REMAIN UNANSWERED
MY NEW FRIEND. IF
YOU START BEHAVING
LIKE THIS YOU WILL
FINISH ON THE
PERPETULM TRAIN AND
TA-TA NOONE.

PERPETUUM TRAIN P
THE MORE YOU TALK
THE MORE HOLES
YOU OPEN IN MY
ALREADY FEEBLE
STATE/




AHWELL, I DECIDED TO
LIKE YOU IN THE FIRST
PLACE SO I THINK YOU
DESERVE A LITTLE MORE
INFORMATION ON YOLIR
PRESENT STATUS... DON'T
TELL ME THEN THAT THE
INDUCTION WAS
BORING, I WARN YA/

ACTUALLY ... EVEN
BETTER, INSTEAD OF
TORMENTING YOU WITH
INFORMATION THAT
WILL COME TO YOU
ANYWAY, I HAVE A

QUESTION FOR YOU/

THIS IS GONNA BE
INTERESTING...

OOH, WAIT MY
FRIEND...
WHAT IS THE LAST
THING YOU
REMEMEBER ?

HEHEHE




o NOTHING. I
REMEMBER
NOTHING. HOW IS
THAT POSSIBLE ?

LN you AEE
RIGHT.I REMEMBER

SOMETHING, I
REMEMBER. ..

DYING/

DIG DEEP
FRESHLING,
DIG DEEP. WHAT
IS THAT
FEELING THAT
HAS COME HERE
WITH YOU, THAT
"FALLING" AS
YOU CALL IT...

EXACTLY/!

FOR A FRESH ONE YOUu
ARE QUITE QUICK
NOONE. YOU CAN ONLY
REMEMBER THAT
BECAUSE YOU ARE IN

Fact DEAD ny

FRIEND/




AH NO DON'T TAKE IT LIKE THAT, IT
COLULD BE GOOD NEWS IF YOU
DON’T HAVE TO WAIT TOO LONG
FOR YOUR NEXT EXPERIENCE. IT
WILL DEPEND ON THE NAME THAT
WILL BE ASSIGNED TO YOU ONCE
YOUR INDUCTION IS COMPLETED.
AH/ I JUST REALIZED I HAVE BEEN
MENTIONING THE INDLUCTION MANY
TIMES AND I HAVE NOT BROLUIGHT
YOU TO IT NOR YOU HAVE ASKED A
SINGLE QUESTION ABOUT IT.

AAH! NO WORRIES, I WILL
LEAD YOU TO YOUR
DESTINATION AND MEET
YOU AFTER IN THE CENTRAL
ROOM.AS A MATTER OF
FACT IT IS JUST DOWN IN
THAT DIRECTION STRAIGHT
BEHIND YOU. YOU MIGHT
ACTUALLY CAPTURE A
GLIMPSE OF IT FROM HERE
IF YOU HAVE ADAPTED YOUR
VISION SENSE TO THE
BLANK SLIRROLINDINGS...

- AND 8O I TURNED AROUND AND
HAD A VERY CLEAR “GLIMPSE~
OF IT.AND SO IT
STARTED AN ODISSEY I NEVER
PUT MY NAME DOWN FOR.




-

AT FIRST ALL

WAS BLURRY.

- -

BUT IT DIDN'T

TAKE LONG.

| S—_— ]




THE CENTRAL ROOM.
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art

INDUCT, IoN



'il
UNAWARE OF YOUR SENSES YOU
SPAWN AND GROW TO LIVE A
LIFE YOU DID NOT ASK FOR. AN

EXPERIENCE YOU DID NOT SIGN
FOR.

PSS SR SO

THU-THUMP

THU-THUMP

THU-THUMP

THY-THIMP

THH-THUMP

- -
IT IS THEN YOU DEMAND A
SORT OF EXPLANATION, IS
IT LIFE REALLY JUST MERE
EXPLOITATION :




STUCK IN A STANDARDIZED
LOOP OF EVENTS, LIVING A LIE
SO FAT IT COVERS THE SUN
AND MAKES US BLIND AND
OBLIVIOUS. ALOOP OF TINY..




..INSIGNIFICANT MOMENTS, ALL
IN THE SAME TUNNEL, ALL
PUSHING AND GOING FORTH AS
FAST AS POSSIBLE TOWARDS
THE TRAGIC, THE COMIC AND...

‘WEEEEEEEEEE 'b



: ..THE INEVITABLE. DEATH. PART OF A

LARGER SCHEME, THE END OF
EVERYTHING, BEGINNING OF
NOTHING. SILENT YET YOUR SOUL
SCREAMS AT HER SIGHT.

U-THIMP

“THE END OF EVERYTHING.

THE BEGINNING OF NOTHING.




LINNGH... ANOTHER
BAD MOMENT ., WILL
THEY EVENTUALLY GO
AWAY 2 THE FALLING
SENSATION HAS
BARELY STOPPED
SINCE MY ARRIVAL.

HOW LONG HAVE
YOU BEEN
WAITING FOR
YOUR MIRAGE TO
APPEAR ?

I KNOW MY FRIEND.

INDUCTION WILL DO
GREAT TO YOLIR
PRESENT STATUS, IT
WILL HELP EASE INTO
YOUR NEW
SITUATION. AND
THERE IS THE MIRAGE
OF A NEW EXPERIENCE
TO CRAVE AND WAIT
FOR... THAT I FOUND
IS THE BEST WAY TO
COPE WITH IT ALL.

I HONESTLY DO NOT
KNOW, I DO NOT HAVE
THE FACULTY TO COLINT
MY EXPERIENCES... I
HAVE NO FLASHBACKS,
YOU KNOW 2




FLASHBRACKS...
REMINISCENCE OF
WHAT EXACTLY ...

YOUR
EXPERIENCES
NOONE. SOME OF
Us HAVE THE
POWER TO RECORD
AND KEEP TRACK
OF THEM.

IT IS INDEED A DELICATE MATTER
DISCUSSING SUCH THINGS. I
WOLUILD PREFER IF YOU MOVED
ALONG, GET YOUR INDUCTION

PROGRAM STARTED AND MAKE UP

YOUR OWN IDEA OF WHAT THIS IS,

THE DARK I AM SLIRE STILL HAS
MANY SECRETS CONCEALED, WE ARE

JUST WAITING TO FIND THEM ALL

AND PUT THE PIECES TOGETHER, A

GIANT, IAﬂ'RIﬁ/?Ts'idIésAW IF you

. BUT YOU KNOW THAT
ALREADY. THAT IS ANOTHER
BENEFIT OF INDLICTION,
EVERYTHING WILL COME BACK
TO YOU. THE EXPERIENCES
TEND TO FLATTEN THE LINE
OF THOUGHTS WHERE YOU
KNOW WHAT THIS IS ALL
ABOLUT OR AT LEAST WHAT
ALL THIS IS LEADING TO...
AND SPEAKING OF WHICH,
HERE WE ARE...




THE CRADLE. DESIGNED TO

INDUCT THE FRESH ONES AND
LEAD THEM ON THEIR WAY.

IDENTIFIED: ESSENCE X2/2Z13

ESSENCE HAS COMPLETED THIS PROGRAM.
IDENTIFIED: ESSENCE X4Y8. . . . ..
COMPUTING Z FACTOR FOR NEW ESSENCE
zio

INDUCTION PROGRAM STARTED

HIMm

MAKING
PROGRESS

ALREADY NOONE.,
OR IN FACT
X4y 82Z10.., THAT
IS A GOOD
START, TRUST ME.,




YOUR NEW EXPERIENCE AWAITS YOU X4Y8Z10.

YOUR TRI-DIMENSIONAL FACTORIZATION SUGGESTS THAT YOUR TIME WILL COME SOON.
YOUR NAME WILL BE PINGED AND AT THAT POINT YOU WILL DIRECT TO THE CENTRAL ROOM.
MAY YOUR NEXT EXPERIENCE BRING YOU TO HIGHER FACTORS.

END OF THE INDUCTION PROGRAM.

BACK TO

SQUARE
ONE. AH/ PRICELESS/

I ALWAYS LIKE
THIS MOMENT.,
MAKES YOU FEEL
QUITE LUISELESS
DOESN'T IT ?

HIHIHIHI

WELL YES, YOU GOT
THAT RIGHT., I HAVE
THE FEELING YOU
WERE PLANNING TO

HAVE A LAUGH AT
MY EXPENSES...
WELL, WAS IT
WORTH IT ?

MAKES ONE
FEEL BETTER

ABOLUT THE
SITUATION,
YOU KNOW..,




LEFT IS TO WAIT TO
BE PINGED 2 WHAT IS
HAPPENING TO ME,
PLEASE DEFICIT GET
MISERY... MAYBE IT
IS JUST AN ILLUSION
02 A BAD DREAM:::

FRIEND! FOR A ZIO
YOU ARE NOT VERY
BRIGHT OR MAYRE
YOU ARE STILL IN
SHOCK. SOMETIMES
I HEAR IT HELPS TO
WAIT LONGER
BEFORE YOU 6O TO
INDLICTION...

/ YOU INSISTED ON
BRINGING ME HERE

ALMOST AS SOON
LET ME GLESS, YOLI
HAVE BEEN PLANNING

ALL THIS FOR A
LONG TIME...

WELL, OK, YES YES.
BEEN STLICK HERE FOR
SO0 LONG IT DOESN'T

MAKE ANY SENSE TO
KEEP COUNT NO MORE...

BUT YOU SAID YOuU
STARTING TO LIKE
DEFICH;::




EHM, I GUESS MY FLIN ENOS HERE.
YOU SEE THERE IS NOT MUCH ELSE
TO DO HERE THAN CREATING THESE
INNOCENT PASS TIMES. IN MY
DEFENSE AND AS YOU WILL FIND
OUT SOON BY YOURSELF, IT IS NOT
EASY TO FIND INTERACTION IN THE
DARK., ALL OF US ARE PRETTY BUSY
TRYING FIGURING OUT THINGS AND
8Y NATURE ALL THESE THOUGHTS
DO NOT COME TO THE SAME
CONCLUSIONS... I GUESS THE
LOOP CONTINUES IN HERE TOO.

YES, SOME CALL IT THE
CIRCLE OF LIFE, SOME
THE INFINITE LOORP,
SOME THE BIG
ILLUSION... AGAIN FOR
A ZIO YOU HAVE REALLY
NO IMAGINATION,

SO LET METRY TO
CONNECT SOME OF
THE DOTS... I AM
DEAD AND IN A
PLACE WHERE I AM
WAITING TO GO
SOMEWHERE ELSE ?

OOH! AT LAST
YOU ARE
STARTING TO
SCRATCH THE
SLIRFACE OF
THIS WHOLE
BUSINESS..,




WHAT DO YOU MEAN
WITH SCRATCHING
THE SURFACE ? I
THINK IT IS AS BIG
AS IT GETS TO COPE
WITH THE FACT THAT
I AM NO MORE AND
I AM GOING
SOMEWHERE ELSE
AND I AM
CONSCIOUS OF IT...
APPARENTLY ..+

WE... YOU MENTIONED
OTHERS BUT ALL I CAN
HEAR IS YOU AND
YOUR USELESS AND
COLINTLESS AMOUNT
OF NON-INFORMATIVE
FACTS... WHERE IS
EVERYBODY ELSE ?

YES MY FRIEND THAT
IS BARELY OPENING
THE _ROX, NOW yOou
HAVE TO LEARN HOW
TO LOOK INSIDE AND
HOW TO HANDLE WHAT
ELSE WILL COME OUT.
WE HAVE ALL BEEN
THERE...

WE'RE ALL IN THE SAME
PLACE, WE ALL SHARE THE
SAME DESTINY, ALL
COMING FROM THE SAME
PLACE, ALL GOING BACK TO
IT IN AN APPARENTLY
INFINITE LOOP. IF YOU
CONCENTRATE YOU CAN
HEAR THEM...




HELP ME PLEASE Hi

AMAAIITIGGHAH

W YEEEMMH”

AMAARGH,
SIH







-A
THE FALLING SENSATION HAS
NOT STOPPED SINCE I ARRIVED.
TKEEP GOING DOWN, DEEPER
INTO THESE VISIONS AND
FRAGMENTS. PAST OR FUTURE ¢




DIFFERENT TIMES, DIFFERENT
PEOPLE BUT ALWAYS AT WAR.
1CAN ALMOST FEEL THEPAIN
OF THE WOUNDS, THE DEADLY
SOUND OF BATTLE. BUT WHEN 2




'A
IN THIS PLACE THEY CALL THE
DARK, TIME IS OF NO USE. IDO
NOT KNOW... WE... DO NOT
KNOW WHEN OUR NEXT AND
LONG AWAITED EXPERIENCE...

= -
T T T —
..WILL TAKE PLACE IN TIME.
BUT DEFICIT MENTIONED THERE ARE
SOME OF US WHO CANKEEP COUNT OF
THEIR “TRAVELS”. AND ALSO SOME
HAVE VISIONS...




e ———— i
..BUT WE KNOW SOMETHING
FOR SURE. WE WILL COME BACK
HERE AFTER OUR EXPERIENCE
AND WE WILL WAIT FOR
ANOTHER. AND DEFICIT SAID...

..l AMNOT THAT BRIGHT...TSK

TSK.TWILL GET TO THE
BOTTOM OF ALL THIS, IN TIME.




YES YOU HEARD ME. I
NEED YOU TO
INTRODLICE ME TO AN
ESSENCE THAT HAS
KEPT COLINT... HOW
DIFFICULT CAN THAT
BE, YOU SAID A FEW
TIMES THESE SOLLS
EXIST... I NEED TO
QUANTIFY WHAT AND
WHEN THIS IS...

MMM... I THINK I AM
PRETTY SURE THEY ARE
MORE THAN RUMORS.
THE CRADLE HAS TO
HAVE A METHOD TO
KEEP TRACK OF WHO IS
COMING AND WHO IS
GOING, ACTUALLY WE
KNOW THAT FOR A
FACT, DON’T WE 2

WELL, I KNOW OF
SOME THAT CAN TELL
YOU HOW MANY TIMES
THEY CAME BACK, BUT
THAT DOES NOT MEAN
I KNOW THEM... THEY

MIGHT BE JUST

RUMORS OR THE
CREATION OF ONE AS

BORED AS I AM.

I AMSTILL QUITE
NOT FOLLOWING
YOUR TRAIL OF
THOUGHTS BUT I
HAVE THE FEELING
YOU ARE ONTO
SOMETHING...
WOLILD IT HELP IF I

TOLD YOU ABOUT

EVENTS -




ARE THEY RELATED
TO FLASHBACKS ?

NOT DIRECTLY I
GUESS, EVENTS ARE
HAPPENING ALL THE

TIME, AS A MATTER OF
FACT THEY ARE
HAPPENING AROLIND
Us As WE
COMMLINICATE.

I GATHERED THAT AN
EVENT IS TIED IN WITH
AN ESSENCE SENT TO

THE NEXT EXPERIENCE.
MAYBE IF WE ACCESS
THE CRADLE AGAIN WE
MIGHT FIND OUT MORE
ABOUT IT ?

AH/ THE CRADLE... BY
DEFINITION WE SHOULD
INDEED START THERE
SHOULDON'T WE P BUT
HOW COME YOU KEEP
SAYING YOU HAVE BEEN
HERE A LONG STRETCH
AND YOU NEVER
THOUGHT OF QUERYING
THE CRADLE MORE
LINTIL NOW ?

-_.-H"’ﬁ. _
I DID WHAT I
couLp. 1
OBSERVED AND
THEN I CAME UP
WITH MY
CONCLLSIONS...

.




.. ANYONE OF US COMES
UP WITH A DIFFERENT
EXPLANATION AND AS I
SAID BEFORE YOU NEED
TO BUILD YOLR OWN
OPINION OR OTHERWISE
YOU WILL GO CRAZY LIKE
THOSE SCREAMING AND
SHOUTING AROLIND THE
PLACEI'I

«..IF YOU DO NOT
KEEP YOLIR HOPES
UpP IN THIS PLACE,

YOou wiLL SOON

JOIN THEM AND I

WOLUILD LOSE THE

ONLY FRIEND I
HAVE REALLY ...

HOW COME you
HAVE BEEN HERE
SO LONG AND
YOU DONT HAVE
ANY FRIENDS ?

I DO NOT KNOW EXACTLY
HOW THAT IS POSSIBLE.
YOU NEED TO CONSIDER
THAT MOST ARE LONERS.
THIS PLACE REALLY PUTS
YOUu DOWN AT TIMES AND
I GUESS BEING ON YOLR
OWN HELPS...




ittt
THE CRADLE. WHERE ALL
STARTS AND ALL ENDS.

e )

HERE WE ARE...I NEVER
MADE MUICH OF THAT
LONG SERIES OF
DIGITS, BUT AS I SAID
THEY REFER TO EVENTS
AND I HEARD EVENTS
ARE LINKED TO PEOPLE
LEAVING THIS PLACE...

IDENTIFIED: ESSENCE X2/2Z13

ESSENCE HAS COMPLETED THIS PROGRAM.
IDENTIFIED: ESSENCE X4Y8Z10

ESSENCE HAS COMPLETED THIS PROGRAM.
COMPUTING EVENTS

79 8549 69 873214 6811324587

IF YOU ARE ASKING ME
TO GUESS, I'D SAY THE
NUMBER IS THE COLINT
WE WERE LOOKING
FOR... SEEMS QUITE
LARGE AS I WAS
SUSPECTING.




ACCESSING INFORMATION

NEXT EVENT X7Y4Z9 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X6Y5Z7 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X2Y/4Z1l DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X4Y6Z7 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X6Y3ZH DEPARTURE

INTERESTING. I AM
READY TO BET THESE
ARE EVENTS THAT HAVE
HAPPENED... ACTUALLY
THEY COLILD BE OLD
ENTRIES OR FUTLIRE
PLANNED DEPARTURES.
IF ONLY THERE WAS A
WAY TO DETERMINE
WHEN ALL THIS IS...

You MEAN YOU HAVE
NEVER SEEN THIS
ENDLESS LIST OF

EVENTS AND

TRI-DIMENSIONAL

INFORMATION ?

THAT IS PECULIAR! I
ALWAYS THOUGHT THE
CRADLE WAS THE SAME

FOR EVERY ESSENCE.

INFACT YOUR

INDUCTION PROGRAM
SAID EXACTLY WHAT I
WAS TOLD LONG AGO,
BUT YET ZI%RE ISTIce

EXACTLY, I LONG
WAITED IN FRONT OF
THE CRADLE FOR MORE
CLLIES OR ANSWERS
AND I NEVER GOT
PASSED THE FACT
THAT MY PROGRAM
WAS ALREADY
COMPLETED.




THAT IS HUGE MY FRIEND.
IT MEANS WE CAN
INTERACT DIFFERENTLY
WITH THE CRADLE., WE JUST
NEED TO FIND OUT HOW
DO WE DIFFER AND IN
WHAT AND WE MIGHT GET
CLOSER TO SOME SORT
OF EXPLANATION...

o AND SOMETHING ELSE
OCCLIRRED TO ME: IF WE COULD
MEASLIRE THE LAPSE BETWEEN AN
EVENT AND THE OTHER, WE WOLILD
BE ABLE TO APPROXIMATE THE
LONG STRING OF DIGITS TO A
CERT AIN POINT IN TIME AND WE
MIGHT FIND OUT WHEN THIS IS...
MASSIVE PROGRESS DEFICIT.
THANK YOU /

NOT THAT I pID
ANYTHING BUT SURELY
YOU ARE MOST
WELCOME MY FRIEND.
IF ONLY YOU cOULD
REPEAT ALL THAT A
BIT MOREM%LQWLY FOR

WELL, NOT MUCH OF
A THOLIPGHT , SEEMED

RETTY
STRAIGHTFORWARD
THINKING TO ME-E...




IDENTIFIED: ESSENCE X5Y7Z11
ESSENCE HAS COMPLETED THIS PROGRAM.

COMPUTING EVENTS

79 8549 69 873214 681324831
ACCESSING INFORMATION

NEXT EVENT X6Y6Z9 DEPARTURE

GiLP

ON THE CONTRARY ,
THAT WAS VERY SHARP
AND QUICK THINKING,

IF I MAY. AND MAY I
ALSO ADD IT IS
POSSIBLE TO
CALCULATE THE
NUMBER YOU SEEK...

WHO ARE YOU,
YOU STURTLED
us/ ...

NEXT EVENT X5Y6Z9 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X8Y6Z5 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X2Y4Z10 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X4Y5Z7 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT XNSZ1 DEPARTURE




PING

SOME CALL ME
VERITAS... BUT THAT
IS NOT SO
IMPORT ANT RIGHT
NOW, I THINK WE
HAVE A BIGGER
PROBLEM HERE...

NEXT EVENT X2/4Z9 DEPARTURE

NEXT EVENT X3Y7Z5 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X2/7Zi0 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT XN5Z8 DEPARTURE
NEXT EVENT X2/2Zi3 TERMINATION

«+.AND I'D BE
WILLING TO
HELP IN
EXCHANGE
OF A LITTLE
FAVOR...




art

DEPART URE



MIDWAY UPON THE JOLIRNEY OF OUR LIFE

I FOLIND MYSELF WITHIN A FOREST DARK,

FOR THE STRAIGHTFORWARD PATHWAY HAD BEEN
LOST., COANTE ALIGHIERI, INFERNO, CANTO IO

1AM SO CLOSE 1 CAN ALMOST

TASTEIT. THE FALLING

SENSATION IS ALWAYS THERE

BUT 1 AMNOT CONFUSED
ANYMORE.

WE DIE.
WE COME BACK.

e —————
THEREST IS IN THE DETAILS.




TERMINATION 2?2

THAT IS IRONIC,
ALL THIS FOR
NOTHING THEN,

WELL, THANK YOU

VERY MLICH -

THE RUILES
ARE RULES
AND THEY ARE
THERE FOR A
REASON..,

WHAT RULES ARE
YOU REFERRING TO ?

THE RUILES THAT
GOVERN THE DARK,
OF COURGSE.
TERMINATION IS
NECESSARY TO
KEEP THE
STANDARDS HIGH...




I MUST HAVE COME TO
THE WRONG
CONCLUSIONS THEN,
I WOLILD HAVE
THOUGHT THE DARK
WAS A PLACE OF
COMING AND RETURN,
NOT A DEAD END...

I NEED TO AGREE
WITH MY FRIEND.
I WAS CONVINCED
I HAD A PLUIRPOSE
AFTER ALL AND
THEN THIS 2

THE GUILT IS ON YOU, THERE
IS ALWAYS SCOPE FOR
IMPROVEMENT IN THE DARK
BUT YOU PROBABLY DECIDED
TO MAKE UP YOUR OWN MIND
AND NOT TO LISTEN TO THE
TRUE WORD...

I DID WHAT I CcOULD
WITH THE MEANS I
HAD, I WAS
CONCERNED ABOUT
FALLING INTO THE
GENERAL HYSTERIA
S0 I SURVIVED WITH
MY OWN HOPES...




AND IN DOING SO YOuU
CREATED YOUR OWN
DOOM. TERMINATION
IS FINAL, BUT / THERE
IS AWAY OUT IF YOU
WANT TO, OF COURSE..,

DEFICIT, I THINK YOU
BETTER LISTEN AND DO
WHAT VERITAS IS
SUGGESTING. SPEAKING
OF WHICH HOW CAN WE
REVERT THE TERMINATION,
YOU SAID IT’S... FINAL ?

X2y 2Z13 NEEDS TO
IMPROVE ITS
TRI-DIMENSIONAL
FACTORIZATION 8Y
ONE AND TO DO SO IT
NEEDS TO FREE ITS
TOUGHTS...

AND BUY INTO SOME
BELIEF THAT IN THE END
CAN PROVE COMPLETELY

WRONG 2 HOW DO WE EVEN
KNOW THAT TERMINATION
IS FINAL ? IT COULD BE
ANOTHER STAGE, ANOTHER
PLACEI'I




YOU WILL BE COMPLETELY
REMOVED FROM ANY
POSSIBILITY TO GO BACK AND
FROM THIS PLACE. YOU ARE
ALSO RIGHT, IT MIGHT BE
ANOTHER PLACE 8UT, TRUST ME,
THERE WILL QnggE RETURN FROM

YOU SAID HE NEEDS TO
IMPROVE HIS
FACTORIZATION, DOES
THAT MEAN THE NAMES
ASSIGNED TO US
CONTAIN A SORT OF
CODE OR BLUEPRINT OF
SORTS 2

. YE, WHAT
HE SAID /

YOU ARE CORRECT AGAIN
FRESHLING. WE KNOW THAT THE Y
AND Z, COMBINED IN SOME
SORT OF MATHEMATICAL WAY,
CONSTITUTE A FACTOR THAT
IMPACTS ON YOLIR RETLIRN OR
MIGHT LEAD TO TERMINATION.
THINK OF THE DARK AS A GIANT
AND COMPLEX FILTER...

WE ARE ALL ASSIGNED A
SPECIAL FORMULA TO
DISTINGUISH ONE FROM THE
OTHER., IN THAT FORMULA Yyou
COULD READ YOLIR FUTURE AND
THE FUTURE OF THIS PLACE AND
HENCE OF MANKIND.
LINFORTLUINATELY WE DO NOT
KNOW THE SIGNIFICANCE OF X...




THE X FACTOR, HOW
APPROPRIATE...

I PRETEND I
LINDERSTOOD
WHAT YOU JUST
SAID AND RELAX
THINKING OF MY...
TERMINATION...

DO YOU KNOW THE
MEANING OF ¥ AND Z ?

LUNFORTUNATELY WE HAVE
NEVER MANAGED TO ASSIGN
A SPECIFIC MEANING TO
THOSE FACTORS, BUT WE
CAN SAFELY ASSUME THEIR
COMPUTATION REFLECTS ON
OLIR INTELLIGENCE...

YOLIR FRIEND HERE HAS
NEVER PROGRESSED IN
SEVERAL EVENT CYCLES AND
THE DARK DOES NOT DEEM
ITS ESSENCE WORTHY OF A
RETURN OR TO MINGLE WITH
BETTER CANDIDATES, HENCE
TERMINATION.

WELL I GUESS
THEY NAMED ME
DEFICIT FOR A




THIS IS ALL VERY
FASCINATING, EVEN, IF I
ADMIT, ALSO QUITE
SHOCKING, BUT ENOUGH OF
IT AND LET'S CUT TO THE
CHASE, DEFICIT... WHAT
CAN WE DO TO HELP ?

IT’S UP TO
DEFICIT, NOT US.
WE CAN MERELY
SHOW THE WAY ...

II'I IIII DON’T
WANNA LEAVE NOW
THAT I HAVE FOLIND

NOT ONE sUT TWO
FRIENDS... WHERE
DO I HAVE TO &O...

IT'S MORE WHAT DO YOU HAVE TO
LEARN.., THE CRADLE COMPLITES
NEW INCREMENTS OF
FACTORIZATION, THE INCREASE
CAN BE CALISED BY EXPERIENCES
AND BY KNOWLEDGE ACQUIRED
IN THE DARK, YOU WILL NEED TO
ACQUIRE SUCH KNOWLEDGE...




BUT FIRST YOU BOTH NEED TO
AGREE TO PAY ME BACK WITH A
LITTLE FAVOR... I NEED TO FIND

SOMEONE EITHER HERE OR IN THE

PLACE OF RETURN... X7Y9ZIll OR

AS WE cALL IT... DEMIROS

+..AND ONCE WE

WELL, THAT DOES NOT WZ%‘DD%E%.ER[S)A?/E

SOUND MUCH IN ’
e O Sue an AR,
WE KNOW HOW AND TRAIN TRAVELLER,
WHERE TO FIND '
DEMIROS...

NO...JUST SAY
THAT "THE
ACCOLADE
AWAITS
ETERNALLY™,

OK, THAT IS EASY ONLY IF
WE FIND DEMIROS IN THIS
PLACE BUT ON THE OTHER
SIDE ? ARE THE TWO
WORLDS CONNECTED,
MEANING WILL I
REMEMBER ALL THIS ON

NOT SURE. WE
THE OTHER SIDE ? WILL HAVE TO

WAIT AND HOPE
ONE OF YOU HAS
A CERTAIN
AFFINITY ...




VERY WELL, I
PROMISE I WILL
HONOR THIS SIDE
OF THE DEAL....
DEFICIT ?

+YES AND LOOK
WHAT THAT HAS
BROUGHT YOU TO...
IF YOU DO NOT
TRUST WHAT WAS
SAID, TRUST ME...

VERY WELL, THE

NOT THAT I HAVE A
CLEAR CHOICE UH 2
I ALSO WILL HONOR
MY WORD BUT I AM

RELLUICT ANT TO
BELIEVE IN MOST OF
WHAT YOU HAVE
SAID VERITAS... THE
PARTS I
LUNDERSTOOD, OF
COLIRSE.

WELL/ OK/ YESI
AND CAN WE
SPEED UP, I AM
STARTING TO
FEEL WEIRD...

PROCESS HAS STARTED
THEN AND I WILL NOW
KEEP FAITH TO MY PART

OF THE DEAL.

FOLLOW ME, DEFICIT,

AND WHAT
ABOUT ME?

I NEED YOU TO GO
TO THE CENTRAL

ROOM AND WAIT
THERE FOR MY
INSTRLUCTIONS...



WELL, I GLIESS THIS COLLD BE
FAREWELL MY FRIEND. UNLESS
I SEE YOU AFTER MY
TERMINATION HAS BEEN
REVERTED. IF NOT IT'S SO
LONG DEFICIT AND ALL THAT
HAS BEEN IN THIS PLACE.
BUT WE STILL HAVE HOPE,
DON’T WE VERITAS ?
VERITAS ?

WAIT FOR ME /...

VERITAS, ACCOLADE, DEMIROS,
TERMINATION, PERPETUUM
TRAIN, FACTORS... 1 ADMIT 1
WAS OVERWHELMED BY ALL
THIS INEXPLICABLE, YET...

...THE PIECES WERE COMING
TOGETHER AND FOR SOME
REASON I FELT THE COMPLETE
PICTURE WOULD JUST LEAD ME
TO THE INEVITABLE...

PING



e -
IT DIDN'T TAKE LONG FOR THE
CUNNING PLOT TO BE
REVEALED TO ME... SOMEHOW
VERITAS KNEW 1 WAS UP FOR
DEPARTURE AND HE TRICKED...

e PSS T eer e
..ME AND POOR DEFICIT INTO
THIS TERMINATION REVERSAL
RED TAPE, TO PLACE ME HERE IN
THE CENTRAL ROOM WHERE 1
WOULD BE PINGED ...

w e
INEEDED TO FIND THEM AND 1
NEEDED TO DO IT FAST. FIRST
THAD TO REMOVE MYSELF FROM
THE CENTRAL ROOM...

BUT IT WAS TOO LATE.




THEDARK.
THE BEGINNING OF NOTHING.
THE END OF EVERYTHING.
WHERE YOU GO TO.

WHERE YOU RETURN FROM.







ITALY.
AD. 1157

ABBEY OF NOVACELLA.

BROTHER

DEMIROS, A

WORD IF YOU

DON’T MIND.
PLEASE ...




OF COURSE
FATHER
SUPERIOR.

THE TIME HAS
COME MY
FRIEND. ALL
THE GOOD
WORK AND NOW,
TODAY.




THIS IS
INDEED A
BLESSED DAY
FATHER,

INDEED. ARE
THE LAST
PA6E592E ADY

IF 1eeruen...
F ATHER YOLIR
CONFIDENCE HAS
ALWAY'S
INSPIRED NE,
ALWAYS HAS
DRIVEN ME
FORTH, TO AND
ABOVE HUMAN
LIMITS.

MANY YEARS
HAVE GONE
SINCE WE
STARTED ALL

COMPLETE AND
ALREADY IN THE
BOOK,

LPON YOLR RETURN
YOU SHALL FIND IT
WHERE WE AGREED.
INVISIBLE FOR
CENTURIES OR MORE.
AT LEAST THAT IS THE
HOPE.

BUT
ULTIMATELY
YOU FOLIND THE
WAY AND THAT
HAS LITTLE TO
DO WITH ME.




How YOU
CHANGED IT

BROTHER
DEMIROS.,

MAY WE F IND
EACH OTHER HE
OR EVER ELSE TO

REMEMBER THIS
DAY AND HOW WE
CHANGED THE
COLIRSE OF

NATLIRE WAYS.







THE DARK.
SOMEWHERE ELSE IN TIME.

, SSS————————————,—

w -

1 WAS BACK. AND SOMEHOW 1
KNEW I WAS HERE BEFORE AND

ILEFT A FRIEND BEHIND. BUT
WHAT HAPPENED WHILE I WAS
AWAY : WHO OR WHAT WAS Iz

. -
MAYBE THAT IS THE AFFINITY
VERITAS REFERRED TO. THE
ABILITY TO CONNECT BOTH
WORLDS INTO ONE. WELL SO
FAR 1T SEEMS I CAN'T REMEMBER

HUUNGHHH

THIS IS WORSE THAN THE LAST
TIME, I REMEMBERED THAT

MUCH. FEELING OF FALLING
FROM UNNATURAL HEIGHTS
AND NOT TOUCHING GROUND.

“DEFICIT.

- -



AWAY...

IT SEEMS OUR NEW
FRIEND HAS
RETURNED. DO WE
HAVE ANY REPORTS
ON HIS ACTIVITIES...

VERY WELL. AND DOES
THIS PLAN INVOLVE
THAT ANNOYING
BEING ? THE REJECT
READY FOR
TERMINATION...

WE KNOW FOR SLIRE
THAT CONTACT WAS
MADE ALTHOUGH
X4y 8Z10 MIGHT NOT
BE AWARE OF IT, YET.,

WE HAVE A PLAN AFTER
ALL, WE JUST NEED TO
PLAY IT.

INDEED. WE USED HIM
BEFORE TO VERY GOOD
EFFECT, IT WILL COME
IN HANDY AGAIN ONCE
WE FIND X4y 8ZIO...
TO OBTAIN THE
INFORMATION WE NEED.




WONDERLIL,
PROCEED AS
PLA...

HMMM... IF
YOU NEED ME
YOuUu KNOW
HOW TO
CONTACT ME...

w.8Y THEWAY, I AM RIGHT
HERE AND I DID NOT
APPRECIATE THE REJECT
COMMENT. BUT HEY THAT IS
THE LEAST I SHOLILD BE
COMPLAINING ABOUT
SHOULDN'T I 2 HOW ABOUT
THE DECEIVING, AND THE LIES
AND I WOULD MENTION
AGAIN THE DECEIVING...UH?

CERTAINLY. I AM
CONFIDENT WE
WILL BE
SUCCESSFLIL AND
SOON FREE.

B8Y THE BY WHAT HAVE YOU
CUNNING PLANNERS BEEN
TALKING ABOUT ALL
THIS TIME. WHY ARE YOU
SO INTERESTED IN
NOONE AND IN ME 2 I AM
A USELESS REJECT AFTER
ALL, WHAT GOOD CAN
COME OUT OF ME...




ALL IN GOOD

TIME MY LITTLE
FRIEND, ALL IN
GOOD TIME.

e
THE CENTRAL ROOM.
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WHERE ALL BEGINS AND ALL
ENDS IN AN INFINITE LOOP

OF COMING BACKS AND
RETURNS, DRIVEN BY A
FACTOR AND A SERIES OF...




“EVENTS. 5

IDENTIFIED: ESSENCE X4Y8Z10

ESSENCE HAS COMPLETED THIS PROGRAM.
COMPUTING EVENTS

79 85527119 2135489 72

ACCESSING INFORMATION

NEXT EVENT X7Y4Z9 DEPARTURE

e NEXT EVENT X2/429 DI
BACK AT SOVE FOINT OR NEXT EVENT X3Y7Z5 DE

MAYBE HE WAS TERMINATED...

NEXT EVENT X2/7Zi0 DE
NEXT EVENT XNoZ8 DE

- e

R sl
THE NUMBER OF COMPUTED
EVENTS IS SIGNIFICANTLY
DIFFERENT FROM THELAST
RECORD I REMEMBER, SO MAYBE
HERE GOES NOTHING...




w -

e ——————
ALL THESE ESSENCES... ALL THESE
NUMBERS... LIKE CATTLE WE ARE SENT
BACK TO ARANDOMPLACE AT A
RANDOM TIME... MAYBE IT IS NOT
RANDOM AT ALL, MAYBE THERE IS A
CORE LOGIC THAT IS ESCAPING ME...

NEXT EVEA
DEPARTURL

w -
o 0 500 i

RANDOM WOULD MAKE NO SENSE IN A
PLACE WHERE YOURE A COMBINATION
OF NUMBERS AND FACTORS, WHERE
YOUR FUTURE IS COMPUTED BEFORE
YOUR EYES... STILL 1 COULD SEENO
DEFICIT IN THE INFINITELIST.

BUT SOMETIMES ALL YOU
NEED IS JUST... RANDOM..

| =sssss————e

I COULDN'T
HELP NOTICING
YOU ARE
LOOKING VERY
INTENTELY.

IS IT
SOMERODY
ELSE YOU
SEEK? OR JUST
YOURSELF ?




ACTUALLY I AM LOOKING
FOR A SPECIFIC
COMBINATION, X2y2Z13,
YOU MAY ALSO KNOW IT
AS DEFICIT...

I'M AFRAID
THAT DOES NOT
RING ANY
BELL, BUT I DO
REMEMBER THE
FACTORS ...

IT WAS
UNUSUAL,
MAYBE A

GLITCH, THE
ESSENCE YOouU
SEEK WAS...

UpP FOR
TERMINATION
BUT SOON
AFTER THE
CRADLE
RECALLED IT.

YES, PUT IN
SIMPLE TERMS
THE

TERMINATION
WAS REVOKED...

EXCELLENT SO
DEFICIT MIGHT STILL

BE HEQE:::







CAVES OF NOVACELLA.
ITALY.
AD. 1157

I HAVE TO
REACH THE
BOOK BEFORE
DEMIROS.,

CERTAINLY THAT
SELFISH BAST ARD
DOES NOT EVEN
REMOTELY IMAGINE
THAT I WILL BE THE
FIRST TO REACH THE
LINKNOWN ...




THO ONCE
THERE, THE
REWARDS WILL
BE FAR BETTER
THAN I CAN
EVEN IMAGINE.

SLICH A YOUNG
PUPIL
DEMIROS, BUT
SUCH A GREAT
DISCOVERY ...

A LINK TO
ANOTHER
WORLD AND
ANOTHER LIFE.

THERE/ THE EYE
INTHE SKY. IF I
WAS YOUNGER
IT cOULD HAVE
BEEN EASIER.

AND NOW
DESCENDING
TO THE CRADLE
WILL BE EVEN
HARDER,




AT FIRST I
FOLIND IT
DIFFICLILT TO
CALIBRATE MY

MENTAL
AFFINITY TO...

««THE PORT AL
BUT IT WAS
HIMSELF WHO
HELPED ME TO
OPEN MY MIND.

AND NOW ALL I
NEED IS TO READ
THE PARTS OF THE

BOOK HE WROTE
WITHOUT ME AND

THEN I WILL...

..BE ABLE TO
CHEAT DEATH
HERSELF.
FOREVER.
UH, HERE I AM.




THE CRADLE.
WHERE ALL ENDS
AND EVERYTHING

ELSE BEGINS. AND
IWILL BE
IMMORTAL...

IT'S IMPOSSIBLE
HE WAS TO COME
HERE LATER TO
RETRIEVE THE TOME.
DAMN’ YOU
DEMIROS.




NOT MUCH LUCK IN THE SEARCH FOR
DEFICIT. I AMSURE NOW HE IS STILL IN
THE DARK BUT I WENT UP AND DOWN,
LEFT AND RIGHT AND STILL NO SIGN.
VERITAS MUST BE HIDING IN SOME AREA
1DID NOT KNOW OR...

.. JUST DID NOT HAVE ACCESS TO.
BUT IT'S THEN THAT WHAT YOU ARE
LOOKING FOR SOMETIMES JUST FINDS
YOUFIRST...

WELCOME BACK
NOONE. WE WERE
EXPECTING YOU.

VERITAS/
WHAT DID YOuU
DO WITH
DEFICIT YOU
DECEIVING
ScUM, OOH, WHO IS
CONCERNED
ABOLUT HIS
LITTLE FRIEND,
UH ? X2y22Z13 IS
JUST FINE...

BUT NOT FOR LONG

IF YOU DON’'T HAVE

THE INFORMATION
WE SEEK.




I AM NOT SURE
I QUITE
FOLLOW YOUR
RAMBLINGS
YOuU CUNNING
BAST ARD.

WHAT
INFORMATION
ARE YOU TALKING
ABOUT 2

I AM STARTING TO
DISLIKE YOU MORE
AND MORE NOONE AND
THE LESS I LIKE YOU
THE MORE DEFICIT
GETS CL(E)ﬁDER TO HIS

WE HAD AN AGREEMENT AND
WE ACTUALLY KEPT THE WORD
TO SAVE YOUR FRIEND FROM
TERMINATION, IT'S TIME
YOU DO THE SAME. WHAT DID
DEMIROS TELL YOU ABOUT
THE 2OOK ?

WHO IS DEMIROS AND
WHAT BOOK 2 I JUST
KNOW I MET DEFICIT,

You AND ANOTHER
ESSENCE AT THE
CRADLE, WAS HE THE
DEMIROS YOU SEEK P




HOW DISAPPOINTING.
WELL IF THIS IS THE
WAY YOU WANT TO PLAY
THE GAME SO BE IT.,
WE’LL SEE THAT DEFICIT
GETS IT THEN...

YOU KEEP SAYING "WE"
AND ALL I CAN HEAR IS
YOU AND I SWEAR I
DON’T KNOW ANY
DEMIROS AND IT HAS
BEEN YEARS SINCE I
READ A BOOK...

MMM... T AM
ACTUALLY STARTING
TO BELIEVE YOU ARE
TELLING THE TRUTH.

AS FAR AS "WE" ARE

CONCERNED WE ARE THE

ACCOLADE.

THE ACCOLADE ?
WHERE DID I HEAR
THAT BEFORE...

HUUNGHHH



THEN THAT IT HAPPENED.
I REMEMBERED.

——————
THEBOOK.



'm
IREMEMBERED SOMEONE TOLD
ME ABOUT A BOOK THAT
COULD LINK TO A NEW LIFE.
AMENTAL LINK.

-ﬁ
AND IREMEMBERED A WARNING
WRITTEN IN THE PAGES OF THE BOOK
IN AN APPENDIX THAT WAS ADDED
MANY YEARS AFTER THE TOME WAS
ORIGINALLY CREATED.
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“THE ACCOLADE. |
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My q#‘iuy experiences were jubbsnly TErmmTed
By th; will and %orce or & cult called The accolade
chelr purpose 1§ To ind TS book ﬁaﬂb Thig e
never happen

| was righc o change The location or The Tome
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Tracks for a log Tine
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o the accolade Should never Know where the Book is




AND AS SUDDENLY AS IT CAME
TO ME, THE ENHANCED
FALLING SENSATION WAS GONE
LEAVING ME WITH A DELICATE
SITUATION TO DEAL WITH.

DO YOU WANT TO SHARE
WITH US WHAT YOoU JUST
REMEMBERED NOONE ?
WE KNOW YOU HAD
CONT ACT WITH DEMIROS
DLIRING YOLIR LAST
EXPERIENCE...

«.-THE ACCOLADE ALWAYS WAS
AND ALWAYS WILL BE AND IF
NOT FROM YOU WE WILL GATHER
THE INFO WE SEEK FROM
ANOTHER CANDIDATE., FOR THE
LAST TIME BEFORE WE SEND
DEFICIT TO OBLIVION...

000 WHEQE Is
THE BOOK ?







% ALL BEGAN AT THE TIME AFTER
MY INCIDENT AS A CHILD,
PROBABLY MANY YEARS AGO.

FOR DECADES 1 THEN BROUGHT
WITHME THE MEMORIES OF THOSE
DAYS AND OF ANY OTHER DAY
AFTER THAT, AS AMATTER OF
FACT.

IREMEMBER I LEFT THE VILLAGE
BEHIND. IT WASN'T MUCH BUT
THERE WERE MANY OTHER
CHILDREN OF MY AGE AND NOT A
DAY PASSED BY THAT WE DID NOT
HAVE OUR SHARE OF INNOCENT
FUN.

* TRANSLATED



RUNNING THROUGH THE FIELDS
AND THROUGH THE WOODS, LIKE
NOTHING WAS A MATTER, LIKE WE
DID NOT CARE FOR ANYTHING.
THEN THE SUGGESTION TO BRING
IT TO THE BOUNDARIES OF OUR
NEIGHBORHOOD, TO THE BRIDGE.
THEN FUN BECAME DISCOMFORT
WHEN I WAS FORCED TO DANCE
ON THE EDGE, TRYING TO AVOID
PEBBLES, STICKS AND WHATNOT
THE OTHERS WERE TRYING TO HIT
ME WITH.

EVENTUALLY, THE INEVITABLE.




IDISTINCTLY STILL REMEMBER
GASPING FOR AIR AS SOON AS 1
TOUCHED THE COLD WATERS OF
THE RIVER UNDER THE BRIDGE.
THE FACES OF MY FRIENDS FADING
AWAY AS TWENT DOWN, DEEP AND
DEEPER.

THE COARSE CLOTHING 1 WORE,
THEPOOR CHILD 1 WAS, DID NOT
HELP IN MY ATTEMPTS TO
RESURFACE.

THE CURRENTS WERE STRONG.
THE WATER WAS COLD.
EVENTUALLY THE FINAL EMBRACE
CARESSED ME AND ILET IT GO.




I REMEMBER SLOWLY DYING, THE
CURRENT BRINGING MY ALMOST
LIFELESS BODY ACROSS FIELDS OF
EMPTINESS AND TOTAL DARKNESS.
1 REMEMBER FALLING DEEP.

THEN IN A DESPERATE LAST SHIVER
I TRIED TO REACH FOR THE
SURFACE AND IT WAS THEN 1
KNEW IT WAS TOO LATE ANDIT
WAS THEN IT ALL STARTED.







SILENCE.
COLD.
DARK.
FALLING.

1DID NOT
KNOW WHAT
WAS, WHERE 1
WAS OR WHEN
THAT WAS BUT
UNMISTAKEBLY...
TWAS.




THE NEXT THING I REMEMBER I8
BEING BACK TO THEPLACE WHERE
NOTHING WAS AND EVERYTHING
WILL BE.

AND AGAIN.

AND AGAIN.

IT WAS IN LATER TIMES ISTARTED
TO REMINISCE ABOUT WHAT I CALL
‘MY EXPERIENCES'.

AND 1 ALWAYS REMEMBERED THAT
LAST MOMENT, THAT LAST STROKE
BEFORE 1 DIED MANY TIMES , THAT
INSTANT THAT BRINGS ME BACK
HERE WHERE 1 WAS AGAIN
ALLOWED TO RETURN.




IT TOOK ME TIME BUT 1 AM NOW
SURE THAT I TAPPED INTO ALINK
BETWEEN LIFE AND DEATH, A
PORTAL THAT OPENS ONLY IN
THAT LAST BREATHANDIT IS
BYPASSED BY MANY WHO DO NOT
HAVE FAITH IN THEPOWER OF THE
MIND.

THE MIND. WHERE ALL THIS IS, THE
MIND THAT MAKES THE LINK
POSSIBLE. THE MIND THAT ALLOWS
YOU TO COME BACK.

IF THERE IS A THING SUCH AS THE
SOUL, THAT IS WHERE IT RESIDES.

THAT TIME OF REVELATION WAS
AROUND THE DAYS ISPENT IN
CONTEMPLATION AND STUDY IN
THE ABBEY AT NOVACELLA. IT WAS
THEN 1 DECIDED TO WRITE OF MY
EXPERIENCES AND MY DISCOVERY
SO THAT OTHER HUMANS COULD
AVAIL OF THIS HIDDEN POWER AND
BLESSING. WITH THE HELP OF MY
FATHER SUPERIOR 1 SACRIFICED
EVERYTHING TO BECOME ONE
WITH THE PLACE WHERE WE
RETURN FROM §O THAT 1 COULD
DRIVE EVEN MORE MINDS TO THE
DARK, AND PROSPER.




AND SO IT IS THAT APATH EXISTS
THAT MANKIND DOES NOT SEE,
BUT IT PROBABLY HAS BEEN THERE
FROM THE BEGINNING.

AND I AM THE SHEPARD THAT WILL
OPEN THE DOOR PERMANENTLY
TO ANYONE CAPABLE OF TAPPING
INTO THE LINK AND PORTAL
SHADOWED BY YEARS OF
IGNORANCE AND REFUSAL TO
BELIEVE IN MORE AND BETTER FOR
OURSELVES AND THOSE AROUND
US.

MY FINAL DISCOVERY BEFORE ILEFT
NOVACELLA WAS INTERACTION
WITH THE DARK.

ISO LEARNT IN TIME TO PERFECT
MY FINDINGS INTO WHAT NOW IS A
SHARP SKILL.

THEPOWER TO MAKE THINGS
APPEAR AND THEPOWER TO
CONTROL THE FORCES BEHIND THIS
PLACE, DEEPLY SEALED IN THE
MINDS OF US ALL.

THEPOWER TO CREATE A
PLACE WHERE HOSTS OF THE
DARK MAY COME TO KNOW
WHAT THIS IS AND WHERE
THIS IS LEADING TO.




THE MENTAL AFFINITY TO
DETERMINE THE POTENTIAL OF
NEW HOSTS AND HOW THEY
CAN BEST FIT IN THEIR FUTURE
INCARNATION.

A GREAT POWER.

THE GIFT OF PURIFYING THOSE
WHO RETURN AND GIVE MANKIND
ABETTER CHANCE AT WHAT WE
ALL CALL ALIFE.

A BLESSED WELL, WHICH WATERS
OPEN NEW POSSIBILITIES.

THEPOWER TO PURGE THE DARK
FROM THOSE WHO ARE NOT GOOD
FOR THIS NOR THE OTHER WORLD.
IT WAS A SAD STEP TO MAKE BUT IT
GOES IN PARALLEL WITH MOTHER
NATURE AND HER OWN WAY TO
CLEANSE FUTURE GENERATIONS
FROM THE WEAK.

BUT AS ALL THINGS, THE ULTIMATE
POWER IS STILL NOT IN MY GRASP.
THE FACULTY OF RETURNING IN AN
AGELESS SHAPE THAT CAN
INTERACT WITH BOTH WORLDS AT
WILL. I WILL DISCUSS THIS MATTER
IN LATER PAGES.

MOST IMPORTANTLY.

ALL THIS POWER NEEDS CONTROL.
THIS BOOK CAN OFFER ALOT BUT
BETWEEN THE POSSIBILITIES ARE
UNIMAGINABLE TROUBLES.




LITTLE DID DEMIROS KNOW
THE FATHER SUPERIOR WAS
ALREADY ON HIS TRACKS AND
HAD ALREADY TRIED TO SPOIL
THE FUN FOR EVERYBODY ELSE.

AND 1 COULD REMEMBER MORE
AND MORE, MOSTLY ABOUT
DEMIROS® EXPERIENCES
THROUGH TIME AND THE
INTERACTION HE HAD WITH...




THIS PLACE.
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THE DARK.



RESoLuT? 1‘92;/



WE TAKE IT ALL FOR GRANTED. ALL OF
IT.
SOME DO ACTUALLY BELIEVE WE WILL

COME BACK IN A FORM OR ANOTHER.
THEY ARE RIGHT...




w -
SOMETHING I REMEMBERED
ABOUT THE BOOK ... THE
MENTAL LINK IS NOT READY
AND OPEN FOR MANY OF US ON
EARTH. AN ELITIST PORTAL.

w

S i S .
THE AFFINITY IS AVAILABLE TO
INDIVIDUALS WITH A SPECIFIC
MIND FRAME AND ATTITUDE.
DEMIROS WROTE THAT NATURE
IMITATES NATURE...

BUT IT WAS HIS WILL TO BE
ONE WITH THIS PLACE SO THAT
MORE COULD BE AWAKENED
AND MORE COULD AVAIL OF
THIS LOOP. ETERNITY.

THAT IS MORE NATURE

FIGHTING NATURE, SAYS L.

| —,e————e |




AND THAT IS WHY THE

ACCOLADE WANTS TO FIND
THE BOOK. IT WOULD GIVE
THEM CONTROL OF THIS PLACE
AND OF WHO CAN ACCESS IT.

"OR INDEED,
LEAVE IT.

e
DEFICIT.

UH 2 DON’T EVEN
KNOW YOou B8UT I

HAVE THE FEELING
YOU ARE REALLY
RLINNING THE

SHOW HERE, NOT
VERIT AS...

INDEED YOU ARE
CORRECT NOONE. I AM
THE LEADER OF THE
ACCOLADE, ALWAYS
WAS, ALWAYS WILL BE
AND I WILL GET HOLD
OF THAT BOOK /

THE FATHER
SUPERIOR I
BELIEVE ?
DEMIROS
TRUSTED YOU ...




S0 YOou kNOwW, SO IT IS
TRUE ... YOU MET HIM
DLIRING YOLIR EXPERIENCE
AND YOU READ THE BOOK ...
AND INEVITABLY YOU ALSO
KNOW ITS LOCATION SO
FOR THE LAST TIME, WHERE

1s 1T ? WHERE >

HOLD ON, IT'S TRUE ... I
KNOW, I KNOW WHERE
THIS DARN BOOK IS AND
I WILL TELL YOU 8UT NOT
BEFORE YOU SEND
DEFICIT TO HIS NEXT
EXPERIENCE ... QUID PRO
QUO, BUT WORKING TO
MY ADVANT AGE ?

YOU MUST THINK I
AM AN IDIOT /
SAME AS BROTHER
DEMIROS, THE
FOOL ...

WELL, NOTHING PERSONAL, BUT YES, I THINK
YOU ARE AN IDIOT. WE ALL HAD AN
OPPORTUNITY TO ASPIRE TO IMMORTALITY,
TO PROSPER AS A MASSIVE AND EVER
GROWING COMMUNITY OF MINDS ALIKE FOR A
BETTER AND SAFER TOMORROW. DEMIROS
SAYS IT CLEARLY IN HIS BOOK ... FOR
EVERYBODY. AND YOU MEANINGLESS DUMB
DECIDE THAT HAS TO BE YOLIRS., JUST YOLIRS.
TYPICAL ISN'T IT P
ONE TO RUIN IT FORTHEM ALL.
CONGRATULATIONS FATHER SUPERIOR.




SO NO MORE GAMES, NO
MORE STALLING, NO MORE
BAD GUY’'S LAST SPEECH
BEFORE THE GOOD GLY
KICKS HIS ASS ... YOU LET
DEFICIT GO AND YOU GET
THE INFORMATION YOu
SEEK., RIGHT NOW OR I AM
GONE AND YOU KNOW
BETTER THAN ME THAT I
HAVE THE POWER TO DO
THAT /

THAT'S
ENOUGH,
NORODY DARES
SPEAK TO THE
FATHER
SUPERIOR IN
THAT TONE, I ...

YOouUu WHAT You
USELESS TWIT. YOuU
BRING US BACK TO A
SITUATION LIKE THIS
2 I KNEW I SHOULD
HAVE LOOKED AFTER
THIS MATTER
DIRECTLY ...

Bm- LN
FATHER
SUPERIOR...

SHUT UP VERITAS AND
DO AS YOU ARE TOLD
o INITIATE A
PROCEDURE FOR
DEFICIT TO BE PINGED
... AND DO IT NOW
BEFORE I TERMINATE
YOU INSTEAD OF HIM ...




AND YOL, NOONE, YOU
BETTER HAVE INFORMATION I
LIKE OR IT WILL BE MY
PLEASURE TO BRING YOU
PERSONALLY TO THE EDGE OF
THE ABYSS AND LET YOU GO
FOREVER. NO BAD GUY’'S
LAST SPEECH, IT'S A
PROMISE /

I HEAR YOLU LOUD AND
CLEAR. NO GAMES
FATHER, I JUST WANT
MY FRIEND SAFE AND
AFTER THAT THE
LOCATION WILL BE
YOURS AND DO AS
YOU PLEASE...

ALTHOUGH I STILL
BELIEVE YOU ARE A
SELFISH PRICK BUT
THAT IS JUST MY
OPINION...

YES, ANOTHER CRUSADER
FOR THE GOOD CALISE,
ANOTHER FOOL WHO DOES
NOT UNDERST AND THAT IF
THIS PLACE WAS MADE
ELITARIAN THERE IS A VERY
GOO0OD REASON FOR IT.
IT MUST BE SO.




DEMIROS WAS A
DISILLUSIONED FOOL. THIS
PLACE IS A NATURAL
CLEANSER OF THE HUMAN
DISEASE. A POWERFLIL
FILTER WHICH PLIRPOSE IS
TO BRING HARMONY TO OUR
SPECIES...

HARMONY WHICH WAS
DISRUPTED BY DEMIROS’
ACTIONS... THE RESLILT ?

MORE WARS ON THE PLANET,

MORE SUFFERING ON EARTH,

MORE DEATH AND MISERY. WE
CAN GUARANTEE A BETTER
FUTURE, A BETTER PLANET.

AND I BET A BETTER FUTURE
FOR THE LIKES OF YOU AND
YOUR ACCOLADE. WHO ARE
YOU TO DECIDE WHAT IS
BEST FOR MANKIND AND
THE PLANET 2 YOU ARE NO
GOD YOU KNOW 2

AND WHAT IF INSTEAD 1
WAS... GOD. CAN'T YOU SEE
IT NOONE ? CANT YOU SEE
THAT THIS WAS MY DESTINY

ALL ALONG ? MY FATE TO

MEET DEMIROS AND BEEN

HELPED TO FREE MY MIND
AND TO SEE THAT GOD NEVER
WAS BUT WAS MEANT TO BE ?




DELUSIONAL. YOU WERE EATEN BY ENVY
WHEN YOU MET DEMIROS AND YOLU WERE
AND STILL ARE DRIVEN Y YOUR SELFISH
SELF., THE CLEANSING IS JUST AN
EXCUSE TO MASK YOUR INTENTS FROM
THE VERY START. WHAT IS IT EXACTLY
YOU CRAVE SO MUCH ON THE PLANET ?
FORTUNES ? POWER 2 UHM, LOOKS ?
DEMIROS HAD A PLAN FOR LIS ALL, THE
CHANCE TO CLEANSE YES BUT THEN
RETURN TO A BETTER LIFE FOR
OURSELVES AND FOR THOSE AROLIND.

YOU SPOKE TO HIM DLURING YOUR LAST
EXPERIENCE, DIDN'T YOU ? HOW IS MY
PUPIL DOING ? IT HAS BEEN AGES
SINCE I LISTENED TO HIS MENT AL
IDEAS ON HOW THE LINK COLLD BE
OPENED TO ALL AND ON HOW
INTERACTING WITH THE DARK YOU
COULD CREATE A NATURAL WAY TO
ACHIEVE IMMORT ALITY.

BUT WHY GIVE
SLCH A
POWERFLIL
TOOL TO THE
LIKES OF
YOUR FRIEND
FOR EXAMPLE

HAVE TO GIVE IT TO DEMIROS

THO, THE WORK HE HAS DONE

HERE ALWAYS IMPRESSED ME

AND THAT IS WHAT I CRAVE
YOU FOOL. IT'S NOT THE
POWER ON THE PLANET I
SEEK, IT'S THE LLTIMATE
POWER IN HERE.,
I NEED TO BE WHOLE WITH IT.

EH-EHM



VERITAS /
IS IT DONE ?

LIHM vee
LINFORTUNATELY
WE HAVE BEEN

LINABLE TO

LOCATE

DEFICIT,

FATHER

SUPERIOR.

HEHE, BYE BYE
BARGAINING
CHIP THEN...

NOT SO FAST
NOONE... AND YOuU
VERITAS, WHAT A
HUGE
DISAPPOINT MENT
YOU HAVE BEEN...

VAROOOO000M



... AND NOW
YOU’'LL PAY THE
ULTIMATE
PRICE...

SUDDENLY THE BLACK TURNED INTO

PURE LIGHT. THE NOISE EVER
ASCENDING. THE SCREAMS EVER
CHILLING. THE ABYSS, WHERE THERE IS
NO RETURN.

Yyou’'tL ROT
IN THE /ABYSS




'ﬁ@TSE ESCALATING TO =
INHUMAN' LEVELS THE SCREAMS
SOUNDING MORE AND MORE
INHUMAN. THIS IS INHUMAN.

AND IFEEL I AM NEXT ...

AND AS THE PORTAL CLOSES
-+ THESCREAMS REMAIN BUT
. NOW FAR AND FURTHER MORE...

" AND FURTHER |
MORE UNTILL ...

)|

MM‘MGGHHHHHHHH
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e ’/-' |



IT'S DARK AGAIN.
BUT NOT FORLONG. MY TURN.

LAST CHANCE
NOONE.,
TELL ME WHAT I
CRAVE OR I'LL
SEND YOU TO THE
LAND OF NO
RETURN /

-A
I WAS POWERLESS. 1 COULD DO s
MORE ABOUT EVERYTHING IF |
REMAINED IN THE DARK AT
LEAST UNTIL MY NEXT
EXPERIENCE. AND...

THAD TO FIND DEFICIT. PROBABLY HIS
FACTORS HAD CHANGED AND HE WAS
SENT OFF, FINALLY, TO HIS NEW LIFE
BEFORE VERITAS COULD FIND HIM.
GOOD OLD DEFICIT, MY FRIEND. 8O 1

oy ,
\ t oy
. L e CAVED IN. 1 WAS POWERLESS.
_.'l' ‘5\ 2 _—
‘ g -
m_ b
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THE BOOK
YOU SEEK IS
HIDDEN

HERE, IN THE

DARK .

st









THE WINDS FROM BEHIND
ON THAT LAST,WEEK OFMAAAAY,







THE TIME NOW HAS CcOME
THE WINDS FROM BEHIND
7O SET OUR BOOTS 7O SHORE

WE SAILED THE OCEAV
THE WINDS FROM BEHIND
FOR GLORY , LOOT AND MANV

TLL SEE YOU IN JULY

OH MY LITTLE WOMANV
TLLCATCH YOU A JEWEL

OH MY LITTLE LADY

FROM THE ISLANVD OF OLD JIM




FROM THE ISLAND OF OLD JIM
FROM THE ISLAND OF OLD JIM

ASHORE WE WILL LAVD
THE WINDS FROM BEHIND
TO MAKE OUR FINAL STANVD

WE NOW LEFT THE OCEAV
THE WINDS FROM BEHIND
FROM TREASLIRE, GOLD AND MANV

TLL SEE YOU IV AlGUHST
OA MY LITTLE...




CAPT ATV
PEMIROS , WE ARE
TAKING WATER,
WHAT SHOUILD WE
DO CAPTAIN P




AND THEN, SHATTERED LIKE THE
SAILORS' DREAMS, OUR VESSEL
WAS EVENTUALLY TAKEN BY
THE TEMPEST.

SWINGING LIKE A FEATHER IN
THE STRONG WINDS, FROM THE
LEFT TO THERIGHT, UP AND
DOWN ...

AT TIMES IT FELT
UPSIDE DOWN.




WE HIT THE ROCKS OF THE
ISLAND AND THE VESSEL WAS NO
MORE.

THE FLOTSAM AND JETSAM SAVED
A MERE PART OF THE CREW AND
IT WAS THEN, JUST BEFORE WE
HIT THE SAFE SANDS, THAT THAD
TO GO.




IDRIFTED IN THE TURBULENT
WATERS, LIKE IT HAPPENED
BEFORE, LET IT GO AND JUST
AFTER THE EMBRACE OF
DEATH SEDUCES YOU, REACT.
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THE DARK
AGAIN o
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oA . e— b THE ACCOLADE. i*@
SR — _ THE BOOK.
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THELOCATION OF THE
BOOK IS IN PERIL. THE
SECRET IKEPT HIDDEN IN
THIS DARK UNIVERSE IS

ABOUT TO FALL IN THOSE
VERY HANDS 1 SAVED IT
FROM MANY TIMES BEFORE.
AND TODAY MUST

P
DEPARTUR

THE NAME OF THEDOOR JUST
SPOKE TO ME ONE DAY, MAYBE
OUT OF BOREDOM BUT 1
THOUGHT IT WAS WITTY AND
FULL OF MEANING AT THE SAME
TIME. MAYBE WE MAKE THE
LEGENDS TOLD, MAYBE THERE
WAS NO PANDORA ONCE.

TWEEEEEEIIINGG

BUT IT CERTAINLY
EXISTS NOW AND IT

WILL BE UNLEASHED
SOON...




PANDORA.

THE SECRET TO THE DARK.
WHERE 1DID HIDE THE
BOOK FROM THE ACCOLADE
PROBABLY FAR TOO LONG.
WHO AM 1 TO DECIDE WHO
CAN AND WHO CAN'T 2

JEEEEEEIIINGG

TAMJUST A
VEHICLE TO A
HIGHER WILL.

I AM IMMORTAL.

1AM DEMIROS.

DEMIROS...
DEMIROS...

LX) NOONE LX)
HE IS HERE BUT
NOT ALONE..







BERLIN,

APRIL 1939

SO THEY MARCHED
AND KEPT MARCHING
DRIVEN BY LUST
DRIVEN BY MADNESS




- -
THEY MARCHED IN THE
NAME OF A NATION AND

IN THE NAME OF A SINGLE
EVIL MIND...

AND THEY KEPT COMING
AND THAT WAS ENOUGH.
ON HIS BIRTHDAY, ON THIS
CELEBRATION OF GRIM...




AND TODAY HE DIES.
NO MORE MADNESS.
NO MORE EVIL.

@

oo T
HIS CAR SHOULD ARRIVE SOON
ENOUGH, T HAVE GREAT
HARDWARE, A GREAT

ADVANTAGE POINT ... HELL THE
GESTAPO WAS IN THIS ...

-

AWALK IN
THEPARK...

-—



-ﬁ
THE ROADS FILLED WITH
CHANTS TO HIS NAME, THE
SWEAT CAUSED BY THE
HUMIDITY OUTSIDE IN THIS
THAT WAS MEANT TO BE...

“ACELEBRATION.

- =1




'A
THE CELEBRATIONS HAVE
STARTED, THE CHEERS, THE
HUMIDITY, HE SHOULD BE CLOSE
ENOUGH, ONLY A FEW MINUTES
AND THE WORLD...

e ._-
WILL BE A
BETTER PLACE.

CRRFT“. MASON
EAGLE HAS COME
IN POSITION...
AKNOWLEDGE. ..
l'l'l'l"CRRFT




CRFFTT... MASON
AKNOWLEDGED

I AM 60,
"'l"'l“FTRR




RIGHT ON QUEUE, YOU MUST
LOVE THEIR PUNCTUALITY.
NOW TO WAIT UNTIL HE
SHOWS UP IN HIS THRONE OVER
THE PARADE SITE, AND CLICK.

v MA50N 00
I CONFIRM
VISUAL ON EAGLE.
I AM 6O AT
PARADE SITE...
OuTlll
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" COME AND ET IT . ¢

W rarnrariiu

i scum ... WHO
= L g - _-— h g
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|
GAVE ME AWAY UH
ppP?



HE GOT ME STRAIGHT THROUGH

THE HEAD.

1 ALMOST MISSED THE RIGHT
TIME TO REACT, THIS WAS A
CLOSE ONE ... WASTE OF TIME.

g

IKNEW BETTER NOW, ] WAS
FASTER, MORE ACCURATE AND
ON AROLL OF LITTLE CHANGES
THAT WILL MAKE IT ALL
BETTER. FOR EVERYONE.

SO AS ALWAYS RUMBLING
SOUNDS, YOU BECOME AS LIGHT
AS A FEATHER, YOU TRAVEL TO
THE DARK AND WAIT FOR YOUR
NEXT CALL ... WELL NOT ME.




w w

e T
I'M BACK.
A NEW PURPOSE A NEW WILL.
1AM THE VIGILANTE OF THE
ETHEREAL.I AM NOONE.

A i
THAT LIGHT.
INEVER SAW IT BEFORE.
SO BRIGHT AND RIGHT BEHIND
THE CRADLE. THIS PLACE
DOESN'T FINISH TO AMAZE ME.




w -
STORY OF MY LIFE ... A DOOR.
THE MORE TLEARN ABOUT THIS
PLACE THE MORE IT KEEPS
THROWING AT ME.1 WAS
TEMPTED TO OPEN THE DOOR...

BUT THE SUDDEN NOISE MADE
ME REALIZE 1 WASN'T ALONE IN
THERE. COULD IT BE DEFICIT 2
OR THE FATHER SUPERIOR OR
DEMIROS HIMSELF ... OR WHO 2

___‘_“._sz-
T
DEF I CN 0o ..""-.II

DEFICIT ? ) £
IS THAT YOuU ?

IF IT’S NOT MY
FAVORITE ESSENCE /
NOONE, LONG TIME

NO INTERACT, WHERE
HAVE YOU BEEN ?

er
SOMEHOW 1DID NOT THINK HE

REALLY WANTED TO KNOW.
RETHORIC IS FUN.







IS NOT OF ME REALLY
TORETURN TO
ENDURE PAIN AND
HUMILIATION...

GOD ONLYKNOWS...

AND THAT IS THE WHOLE POINT
... DOES HE 2 DOES HE CARE : AND
SO THE ANSWER SHALL COME
FROM ONLY ONE SOURCE ... HIM.




-
NAZARETH.
ANNO DOMINE.

FATHER, BLESS ME FOR 1 HAVE SINNED.

I OFFER THIS TO YOU, YOUR HUMBLE
MANNEQUIN.

FORGIVE ME IF 1 AM CUTTING TO THE POINT
BUT YOU HAVE ABANDONED ME...




CONDEMNED TO THE
CROSS, HUMILIATED.
AND YOU WANT ME
TOKEEP GOING 2

CURSED BY THIS GIFT, TO COMMUNICATE
WITH YOU AND BEING A HUB FOR BETTER
WAYS AND FORPROGRESS IN THE RIGHT
DIRECTION. FORGIVE ME FATHER 1 DID NOT
MEAN WHAT I SAID. I WILL HOLD ON.




EVEN AT MY WORST.
EVEN WHEN HELL
OPENS THOSE
TEMPTING DOORS, 1
WILL KEEP GOING...

|l

AND FORGIVE ALL OF
THEM BECAUSE THEY DO
NOT KNOW WHAT THEY
ARE DOING, TOME AND
TO YOU.

TWILL HOLD ON AND 1
WILL SEE YOU AT THE
STEP OF HEAVEN AS YOU
SOKINDLY MANDATED.
ME. YOUR SON ON EARTH.

\"




ALL THOSE THOUGHTS.
ALL THOSE PRAYERS AND
INTENTS.

BUT NO ANSWER.

NO GOD. NO HOPE.

SOMUCH FOR ALL
THOSE YEARS IN THE
ABBEY SPENT TO
SERVE NO ONE.

1 SO HAD MY ANSWER.

JESUS WAS A MAN POSSESSED BY A FAITH
THAT MADE HIM BLIND AND BELIEVE HE WAS
THE MESSIAH.

NO ANSWER, NO GOD.

BUT HIS FAITH.

THAT WAS UNDENIABLE. ON THE
BORDER TO MADNESS BUT REAL,
HUMAN. FAITHIN A GOD THAT
DOES NOT ANSWER YOU.




HIS LAST THOUGHT WENT TOHIS
MOTHER AND TOALL IN A
CYNICAL ORDER LIKE AS IF THE
ONE WAS GREATER THAN THE
MANY. AND SO HE WENT.

AND SO 1GO, SLOWLY, PAINFULLY.
DELUDED AND USED, BUT NO TIME
FOR THAT ANYMORE, IT IS WHAT IT IS.
REACT AND COME BACK FATHER.




COME BACK TO THE PLACE THAT
MEANS YOU THE MOST. COME BACK TO
A MILLION POSSIBILITIES AND SOURCE
OF ULTIMATE POWER. DARK, I AM BACK.

ULTIMATE POWER THAT
WILL BE MINE WHEN 1 FIND
THE BOOK. I HAVE A GOOD
FEELING ABOUT THIS.




SOMETIMES IT'S ALL IT
TAKES. A GOOD FEELING.

LIKE AN EXPLOSION OF LIGHT, FURTHER
TO THE CRADLE, A VERY INTERESTING

PHENOMENON, ONE THAT 1 HAVE BEEN
WAITING FOR A LONG TIME.

IN THESE YEARS I LEARNT OF THE LEGEND OF
PANDORA BUT THAT IS WHAT I THOUGHT IT

WAS, A MERE RUMOUR. AND IF MY OLD EYES
DON'T FAIL ME, THERE IT IS IN THE LIGHT...




PANDORA.

IT'S REAL.

THE BOOK MUST BE

BEHIND THAT DOOR.
]

THOSE VOICES.

IT'S NOONE WITH THAT OTHER
SCOUNDREL, DEFICIT.

THE FOOLS OPENED ME THE WAY.

0

THIS SHOULD ALSO BE
INTERESTING.
GOTTA HAVE FAITH.




£/ ELI LAMA .. SagcTanr®






THU-THIMP

ELl... LAMVA ... SAB...
THU-THIMN
COUGH
THUM

TH4P

BEEEEEEEEEEP
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e s ot 555850 g
TOSSED IN A WORLD I DIDN'T
UNDERSTAND. MOVED FROM YEAR TO
YEARIN A LOOP OF INFINITE COME
BACKS. IT TOOK ME AGES TO MASTER
THE FEW TRICKS THAT IKNOW AND
STILL THIS PLACE THROWS THIS AT ME.

-

CAN IT BE THAT ALL THAT
: WE KNOW OF AND MORE I8
s e et e CONCEALED BEHIND THIS
DOOR ? AND WHY A DOOR 2




o -

ST TR P P e PPt
SO HERE I ARRIVE AT WHAT IT
CAN BE THE END OF
EVERYTHING OR THE
BEGINNING OF NOTHING.

EITHER WAY I FEEL CHEATED.

TRICKED BY AFFINITIES,
CONCEPTUALIZATIONS AND
COMPUTATIONS OF FACTORS,
THE ILLUSION THAT YOU CAN
CONTROL THIS NOTHING...

o PRSP E PP et ety rarrerey
THIS DARK. AND WHEN YOU
THINK YOU HAVE FOUND A
PURPOSE IN LIFE AND DEATH
AND RETURNS, THE DARK
BEAST POPS A DOOR...

.. ADOOR TO WHAT ¢
MORE OF THIS : THEEND 2

| Se—————————

DEFICIT !
THE ONLY THING TO

KEEP ME SANE.




SO HERE WE ALL ARE. MY BEST
FRIEND AND THE VESSEL FOR
THE FUTURE OF THIS PLACE, MY
LEGACY.

A CRAZY FATHER SUPERIOR WHO
BELIEVES THIS IS ABOUT POWER
AND GOD LIKE STATUS AND ME.
POOR TIRED ME, WHO HAS BEEN
THROUGH SO MUCH, SACRIFICED
EVERYTHING TO ALLOW ALL
OTHERS TO AVAIL OF ALL THIS.
A WAY TO BE IMMORTAL.

I CONCEALED THE BOOK BEHIND
PANDORA TOKEEP IT AWAY
FROM THE ACCOLADE AND ITS
CRAZED LEADER BUT 1 OFTEN
WONDERED IF 1 SHOULD BE THE
ONE TO DECIDE WHO CAN AND
WHO CAN'T. TOO MANY TIMES
THAT VERY THOUGHT HAS
TORMENTED ME AND BROUGHT
ME AS WELL TO THE BRINK OF
MADNESS. BUT RIGHT NOW, NO
MORE. I GUIDED THEM HERE.
THIS ENDS NOW AND HERE.




A SHORT FEW MOMENTS AND 1
WILL BE REVEALED AND SO WILL
BE MY LAST SECRET. TYPICAL OF
MEN TO DESIRE WHAT THEY
DON'T HAVE AND IGNORE WHAT
THEY DO HAVE.

ALL THESE POSSIBILITIES TO
SAVE APLANET THAT IS DYING,
FAITH WILL SAVE US IN THE
SHAPE OF ANGELS WHO RETURN
TOUNDO WHAT CANNOT BE
UNDONE OTHERWISE.

NOT SERVANTS, ANGELS.

BUT WHAT IS IMPORTANT, HERE
AND NOW, AT THE CENTRE OF
THE UNIVERSE AS WE BARELY
UNDERSTAND IT, THE BOOK IS
THE KEY TO THE FUTURE.
FORGET ABOUT THE REST,
THAT IS WHAT WE ALREADY
HAVE, WHO CARES, UH 2

ENOUGH, TIME TO FINISH
WHAT I STARTED.

NOONE ?
ARE YOU
STILL HERE ?




I COULD HEAR THEM TALKING, I SHALL HIDE
IN THE DARK AND STARTLE THEM AT MY
CONVENIENCE. MAYBE THEY KNOW
SOMETHING 1 DON'T AND ALITTLEEVE
DROPPING NEVER HURT ANYONE, RIGHT ¢

I CANNOT BELIEVE IT.
PANDORA IS REAL.
PANDORA IS HERE.

AND THE BOOK MUST BE CONCEALED
BEHIND THAT GOLDEN GATE.

ALL I WANTED FOR SO LONG HERE,
JUST A FEW INCHES AWAY BUT 1 NEED
TOMAKE SURE 1 WILL BE THE ONE.

THE ONLY ONE.
A GOD THAT DOES
NOT ANSWER.

L]



I ASK MYSELF HOW THESE TWO
MANAGED TO FIND PANDORA.
ROOKIES LUCK ¢ THE ACCOLADE IN
YEARS OF WORK AND RESEARCH
HAS NEVER BEEN ABLE TO FIND
EVEN A CLUE, AND THESE TWO...

THE ACCOLADE, MY MOST EVIL CREATION, A
HORDE OF ANONYMOUS ENTITIES THAT
SCOUR THE AGES FOR A SOLE PURPOSE.

IT IS TRUE THAT IF YOU WANT SOMETHING
DONE PROPERLY, YOU MUST DO IT YOURSELF.

NOTHING MUCH THESE TWO ARE
TALKING ABOUT, I GUESS IT'S TIME TO
CLEAR UP THE AREA AND GET RID OF THE
EVIDENCE. AND GRAB THE BOOK.

ILIKE EASY PLANS.




DEMIROS HIMSELF CANNOT
SAVE YOU NOW, YOU TWO
PLPPETS, ONCE YOU
DISAPPEAR IN THE ABYSS I
SHALL POSSESS THE BOOK
AND ALL WILL BE REVEALED
TO ME. A ONLY GOD WHO
DOES NOT ANSWER /

OOOH, LOOK WHO
DECIDED TO JOIN THE
PARTY , WELCOME
FATHER SUPERIOR,
WELCOME TO PANDORA
AND TO WHAT IT
CONCEALS. ARE YOU
READY FOR THIS FINAL
SHOWDOWN 2

z"'.l'

PANDORA
pP?

I HAVE BEEN READY FOR TOO
LONG TO GO AMISS NOW,
BUT FIRST I NEED TO GET

RID OF THE CLUTTER BEFORE

DEMIROS REALIZES HIS
SECRET IS IN DANGER /
YOU SHALL FOLLOW THE
LOST SOLULS IN THE FINAL
Agysslll




OH NOT THIS
PORTAL AGAIN.
DEFICIT WE NEED
TO STAY AWAY
FROM THIS, IT
LEADS TO...

YOU HAVE CREATED NOTHING YOU
INSIGNIFICANT NUT JOR.
DEMIROS HAS CREATED ALL THIS
AND HIS KNOWLEDGE IS BEHIND
THAT DOOR.

NOW PLEASE DISAPPEAR IN THE
VORTEX AND LET ME EE.

WHAT ARE YOU
TALKING
AROLUT
DEFICIT...

A PLACE OF NO
RETURN P YES I
HAD TO CREATE A
PORTAL TO THE
LULTIMATE END FOR
THOSE WHO
COULDN’T KEEP THE
PACE THIS PLACE
REQUIIRES...

FATHER SLIPERIOR YOU
ARE BLIND AND CANNOT
SEE OVER YOLIR
OBSESSION ABOUT THE
BOOK AND WHAT IT
LEADS TO. BUT I HAVE
DECIDED THAT YOU CAN
INDEED HAVE IT AND SO
BE IT. NO MORE GAMES.,




IT'S NOT
POSSIBLE.

S0 YOU REALLY
ARE ... HIM ?

THE ONE AND ONLY I'M
AFRAID, YOU HAVE TO
EXCUSE MY SHARADE, THE
DEFICIT GI6 I MEAN, BUT I
COULDN’T REVEAL MYSELF
TO YOU OR OTHERS TO
PROTECT THIS PLACE FROM
THE LIKE OF THE FATHER
SUPERIOR AND ITS
ACCOLADE., I ADMIT THO I
HAD A LOT OF FLIN...

S0 WHAT you
ARE WAITING
FOR DEMIROS ...

IT'S TOO LATE,
THE VORTEX WILL
ENGULF YOU BOTH
AND I WILL HAVE
MY GREATEST WIN /




Twilip

I AM DISAPPOINTED IN
BOTH OF YOou. pIp You
REALLY THINK THAT WAS
GOING TO BE A PROBLEM
FOR ME 2 NOONE You
SHOULD HAVE KNOWN
BETTER... AND YOU, FATHER,
AS I PROMISED YOU NO
MORE GAMES, NO MORE
WAITING, NO MORE... THIS
DOOR LEADS ...

DAM YOou
DEMIROS

+.,TO YOUR
BELOVED BOOK.,
ALL YOU NEED TO
DO IS TO OPEN
THE DOOR...




SO BE IT AND THE
HELL WITH YOU AND
YOUR GAMES, IT
HAS BEEN TOO

LONG LR N i

= T WILL BE
ONE GOD /



EEEEEEERAN:

- —
THE LIGHT.
THE END OF EVERYTHING.

i R il
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WE LIVE,
WE DIE,
WE COME BACK,
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